
Year of Mercy Corner 

 

Key Passage from the readings: 
The servant replied, “Your brother has come, and your 

father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him 
back safe and sound.” Then he became angry and refused 

to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him.” 
 (Luke 15:27-28) 

Year of Mercy Question & Quest of the Week: 

Adults:  When have you waited for someone to come 
home? 

Youth:  Are you ever angry over the generosity 
extended toward a person you thought did not 
deserve it? What motivated you to feel this 
way? How can you change? 
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Let’s do Acts of Mercy for 52 weeks! Each week an Act of Mercy suggestion 
will be offered in the “Mercy Corner”.  These will be simple suggestions for doing 
good works during the week. Take photos or write a small blurb of when 
someone has shown YOU mercy and attach it to the Mercy Wall in the 
Worship Space. 
 
This week: The Courage to Forgive. Ask the Holy Spirit to “groan for you” when 
you cannot bring yourself to pray for someone who has done you an injury then 
make an extra effort to forgive them. 
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We need to let these stories that Jesus told sink in. We need to delight in the 
wonder of which they tell. They are stories about love and longing on God’s part, 
and about our worth and preciousness in his eyes. We need to write our names into 
these stories because our names belong in them. The Lord is my shepherd. I shall 
never be without his care. The Lord is my Father, and he loves me unconditionally. 
Let us strive to be forgiving as God forgives us.  
(from: “Fresh Light” by Joseph Pollard) 
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Mercy Here, There, and Everywhere 
by Leisa Anslinger 

Has it sunk in yet? Do 

we really grasp that we 

are surrounded by 

God’s mercy? As we 

continue to mark the 

Jubilee Year of Mercy, 

is it becoming more 

apparent to us that 

mercy is God’s “identity card” as Pope Francis has noted, and that 

as Christian people, it is to be ours as well?  

Mother Teresa of Kolkata is to be canonized this month. Perhaps 

more than any individual in recent memory, Mother Teresa 

embodied the face of the merciful Christ for the world. Her selfless 

service on the streets of Kolkata inspired people of all ages and 

many faith traditions. Her care for the poor and dying was and is 

challenging to those of us who have never encountered such 

poverty in our own city streets, towns, and neighborhoods.  

 
It seems appropriate that Mother Teresa’s canonization is taking 

place during this Jubilee Year of Mercy. Her life witness helps us to 

look at the circumstances of people where we live and to meet their 

need in the ways we are able — as Mother Teresa is quoted as 

saying, to do “small things with great love.”  

What “small thing” can you do today to make the life of another 

better, to help Christ’s mercy to be known? How will mercy be your 

“identity card” now and into the future?

© Catholic Life and Faith www.CatholicLifeandFaith.net  !1

What fruit will you 
bear? 

“The fruit of silence is 
prayer. The fruit of 
prayer is faith. The fruit 
of faith is love. The fruit 
of love is service. The 
fruit of service is peace.”

Only Love 

“I have found the paradox, 

that if you love until it hurts, 

there can be no more hurt, 

only more love.” 

Small Things 

“I can do the things you 
cannot, you can do things I 
cannot; together we can do 
great things.”

—St. Mother Teresa of 

Calcutta
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From St. John Paul II 

 “A spirituality of 
communion also means 
an ability to think of our 
brothers and sisters in 
faith within the 
profound unity of the 
Mystical Body, and 
therefore as ‘those who 
are a part of me.’ This 
makes us able to share 
their joys and 
sufferings, to sense 
their desires and attend 
to their needs, to offer 
them deep and 
genuine friendship.” 

— Novo Millennio Inuente, 43 

Stewards of God’s Mercy 
by Leisa Anslinger 

“Our individual lives as disciples and stewards must be 
seen in relation to God’s larger purposes…Those who 
enter into Jesus’ New Covenant find themselves growing 
in a union of minds and hearts with others who also have 
responded to God’s call. They find their hearts and minds 
expanding to embrace all men and women, especially 
those in need, in a communion of mercy and love.” (SDR, 
p. 34) 

As people who are committed to live as disciples and to 
grow as good stewards, we recognize that being in 
communion with Christ calls us to communion with one 
another. We learn that each of us has been given 
particular gifts and talents, and that it takes all of us, doing 
what we are able, to bring God’s mercy and love to the 
world. We each have responsibility for doing what we can, 
and for partnering with others as members of Christ’s 
body, in order to steward the love, compassion, 
forgiveness and care of Christ in the world.  

St. John Paul II describes this growth with Christ and 
others as a “spirituality of communion.” In his pastoral 
letter at the turn of the century, he said that when we grow 
in this spirituality of communion, we come to look on our 
brothers and sisters as “those who are a part of me.” Such 
a spirituality leads us to readily share God’s mercy — when 
we see ourselves as people who need and rely upon 
God’s mercy, we also learn to see others as worthy of our 
sharing of mercy. At times, stewardship begins with the 
recognition of our deep blessings; at other times, it starts  
by recognizing the needs of another. In either moment, 
our sharing of mercy and love is a reflection of the love of 
God for us in Jesus Christ, through the power and working 
of the Holy Spirit.

The Corporal Works of Mercy: Feed the Hungry ✢ Give Drink to the Thirsty ✢ Clothe the Naked ✢ Shelter 

the Homeless ✢ Visit the Sick ✢  Visit the Imprisoned ✢  Bury the Dead 

The Spiritual Works of Mercy: Counsel the Doubtful ✢  Instruct the Ignorant ✢ Admonish Sinners ✢ Comfort 

the Afflicted ✢  Forgive Offenses ✢ Bear Wrongs Patiently ✢  Pray for the Living and the Dead 


